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the daring raids on Spaniards and Dutch by the French
pirates, Jean-David Nau of Olon and Michel le Basque
from western France.

The war which broke out between English and Dutch
in 1652-4 and 1665-7, an<^ ^e ever-simmering condition of
unacknowledged warfare with the Spaniard, developed the
English buccaneers of the last half of the seventeenth cen-
tury into a great pirate fleet. Any bold or venturesome man
who wished to attain fortune by rapid means would come
out from England with a small vessel, attack the Spaniards,
the Dutch, or the Portuguese, with or without a license,
occasionally lose his life, his limbs, or his health in the
venture, perhaps be captured and sent to years of living
death in the mines of Mexico; yet ever and again he and
his companions would make huge fortunes out of plundered
towns and treasure ships, A very few passed into the
English navy and died members of some knightly order
and distinguished servants of the state, or retired to ease
and respectability in the west of England, laying the
foundations there of some of the most aristocratic families
of the present day.

Captain WILLIS, who, driven out of Tortuga Island,
crossed over to the northern Honduras coast and estab-
lished himself on the Belize River, thus unconsciously
founding the capital of British Honduras; William Good-
son, who sacked Santa Marta and Rio de la Hacha (in
north-eastern Colombia); CHRISTOPHER MYNGS, who plun-
dered the Venezuelan coast of ^300,000; Elias Watts, who
ruled Tortuga; Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Morgan, who
kept the Dutch out of St. Eustatius and Saba; Captains
Robert Searle and Stedman, who captured Tobago from the
Dutch; Captain BLEWFIELDS, who gave his name to the